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DETAILED ACTION 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 2-5 and 14-1 5 are withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to Pullman (5,333,885). Rejections based on the newly 
cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 13, should 
be depended on claim 12, because claim 1 1 did not claim a U-shaped handle. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 4, 6-7, 12, 16-17 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Pullman (5,333,885). 

Pullman in figures 1-5, discloses a combination apparatus, which converts from a 
dolly to a cart comprising a box for hauling a load. The box includes a bottom portion 
(13) having four sides, and at least three side portions (1 1 , 12, 14) disposed about at 
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least three sides of the bottom portion and extending perpendicularly outward from the 
bottom portion. Pullman also discloses a detachable handle (23). The handle 
removably attached to the box in at least two positions such that handle is used in a first 
position as a dolly and in a second position as a cart. Pullman also discloses at least 
one wheel (16) attached to the box, at least one stabilizing foot (25) attached to the box 
and a gate portion or a shelf plate (38) removably attached to the fourth side of the box 
and extending outward. 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, Pullman discloses an axle (15), which is mounted on 
the underside of the box for mounting the at least one wheel. 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, Pullman discloses the at least one wheel comprising 
two wheels mounted on the axle. The two wheels mounted on opposing sides of said 
box. 

Regarding claims 12 and 22, Pullman discloses the detachable handle, which is 
an U-shaped having a handle portion and opposing parallel shafts. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth In section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 3, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pullman (5,333,885) as applied to claims 1, 4 above, and further in view of 
Gonzalez (5,159,777). 

Pullman discloses the gate portion, but fails to show an accessory box. 

Gonzalez in figure 1 . teaches a fishing cart apparatus comprising an accessory 
box (30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination apparatus which converts from a dolly to 
a cart of Pullman with the addition of an accessory box as taught by Gonzalez in order 
to receive various components. 

7. Claims 8 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pullman (5,333,885) as applied to claims 1,4 above, and further in view of 
Chateauneuf et al. (4,570,961). 

Pullman discloses the axle, but fails to show the axle located at a distance such 
that outer perimeter of each wheel is flush with the front side of the box. 

Chateauneuf et al. in figure 7, teach a cart comprising an axle and a wheel (67), 
which is located at a distance such that outer perimeter of each wheel is flush with the 
front side of a box. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the combination apparatus which converts from 
a dolly to a cart of Pullman with the cart having an axle and wheel as taught by 
Chateauneuf et al. in order to position the cart without a positioning flange. 
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8. Claims 9 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pullman (5,333,885) as applied to claims 7 and 17 above, and further in view 
of Hawkins (4,981,412). 

Pullman discloses the axle, but fail to show a pedal mounted on the axle. 

Hawkins in figure 1 , teaches a hand truck comprising a pedal (62), which is 
connected to an axle midway between two wheels (56). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the handcart 
of Pullman with the addition of a pedal as taught by Hawkins in order to improve way of 
lifting of the handcart. 

9. Claims 10-11 and 20-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pullman (5,333,885) as applied to claims 1 and 4 above, and 
further in view of IVIosley (5,915,706). 

Pullman discloses the at least one stabilizing foot, but fail to show two U-shaped 
stabilizing feet. 

Mosley In figure 1 , teaches a wheelbarrow comprising two U-shaped stabilizing 
feet (14). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the handcart of Pullman with the addition of two U- 
shaped stabilizing feet as taught by Mosley in order to improve durability and load 
holding capability of the handcart. 



Application/Control Number: 10/601 ,834 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3618 

10. Claims 13 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pullman. (5,333,885) as applied to claims 11 and 21 above, and further in 
view of MCConnell et al. (5.464,183). 

Pullman discloses the handle, but fail to show an accessory bar. 

McConnell et al. in figure 1. teach an accessory bar (10), which can be attached 
to a handle. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the handcart of Pullman with the addition of an accessory 
bar as taught by McConnell et al. in order to hold accessory items on the handcart. 

1 1 . Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pullman (5,333,885) in view of Gonzalez (5,159,777) and Hawkins (4,981,412). 

Pullman in figures 1-5, discloses a combination apparatus, which converts from a 
dolly to a cart comprising a box for hauling a load. The box includes a bottom portion 
(13) having four sides, and at least three side portions (11,12, 14) disposed about at 
least three sides of the bottom portion and extending perpendicularly outward from the 
bottom portion. Pullman also discloses a detachable handle (23). The handle 
removably attached to the box in at least two positions such that handle is used in a first 
position as a dolly and in a second position as a cart. Pullman also discloses at least 
one wheel (16) attached to the box, at least one stabilizing foot (25) attached to the box 
and a gate portion or a shelf plate (38) removably attached to the fourth side of the box 
and extending outward. 

Pullman discloses the axle, but fail to show an accessory box and a pedal 
mounted on the axle. 
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Gonzalez in figure 1 , teaches a fishing cart apparatus comprising an accessory 
box (30). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination apparatus which converts from a dolly to 
a cart of Pullman with the addition of an accessory box as taught by Gonzalez in order 
to receive various components. 

Hawkins in figure 1 , teaches a hand truck comprising a pedal (62), which is 
connected to an axle midway between two wheels (56). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the handcart 
of Pullman with the addition of a pedal as taught by Hawkins in order to improve way of 
lifting of the handcart. 

Conclusion 

1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hau V Phan whose telephone number is 703-308-2084. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christ Ellis can be reached on 703-308-2560. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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